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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 29 March.   

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [12.38 pm]:  Mr Speaker, I thank you for the opportunity to address the house today 
in my new role as the member for Roe.  The electorate of Roe is named after John Septimus Roe - 1797 to 1878 - 
who was an explorer, a pioneer and the first Surveyor General of this great state.  Indeed, he was one of the 
founding members of the Legislative Council and the executive of the Swan River Colony.  He is featured with 
Captain James Stirling at the first Council in a picture that is located at the entrance to this Parliament House.   

The electorate of Roe is a large area in the south east of Western Australia.  It comprises an area of 90 000 
square kilometres and has a population of 20 000, with a voting population of 12 000.  Esperance is the main 
centre situated in the most south eastern corner of the electorate, with a small agricultural centre of Salmon 
Gums in the north east, Kulin 450 kilometres to the north west, and Bremer Bay in the far south west coastal 
corner.  The area has over 30 schools, 10 hospitals and nursing posts, and many other government service 
centres.  The area is more than one-third the size of Victoria. 

From the minute I stepped into this place, Mr Speaker, I could feel the deep privilege of being one of only 57 
people to represent this state in the greatest system of democratic government in the world.  I take this 
opportunity to thank the parliamentary staff for helping me to orientate myself without any preconception or 
prejudice in order to create an environment in which I can effectively represent my constituents. 

My background emanates from a pioneering spirit.  As a seven-year-old boy, I was brought to the west by my 
gutsy, determined father and my loving, supporting mother who were looking for farming land.  From 1955 
onwards the Esperance region was released as conditional-purchase blocks to small groups of settlers.  The 
Esperance sand plain had been considered non-arable until then, when the Agriculture Department’s trials 
revealed that an addition of trace elements to the land made it a productive mixed farming region.  As a kick-
start to this process, the WA state government released one million acres west and one million acres east to the 
Chase syndicate that developed the land together with many Victorian landholders, like my mum and dad.  I pay 
tribute to both of them - my dad is in the public gallery today - for such a pioneering background.  It is largely 
their resolve that sees me here today.  Having settled 43 miles, as it was termed in those days, west of Esperance 
on the Lort River by a waterhole in a caravan near a gravel track with virgin bush all about, a farm was carved.   

My sister, Jenny, who is two years my junior, was my sole playmate.  Both of us were taught by correspondence 
because the track was so rough that we could not attend the local schools.  I thank her for those great memories.  
We eventually attended formal schooling with an excellent grounding in the three Rs.  We had parents who 
placed a high priority on our achieving our best at school.  I was fortunate later in life to be accepted into 
medical school, and graduated as a doctor in 1976.  Twenty-five years of rural medical practice now sees me in 
this privileged place.  In that time I have not been idle as my wife, Kathryn, and I have had five children.  I will 
ignore members’ undoubted temptation to suggest that this was the result of poor or no television reception in 
the bush.  Despite this, it is appropriate to acknowledge Kathryn and her contribution - and that is extra to her 
powers of procreation!  She has been most supportive in my life, and notably later in my campaign for 
Parliament.  We both, most respectively of course, do not approve of the dilution of traditional family values that 
can emanate from the government side of this house.  More importantly, most of my electors do not approve of 
this dilution either.  I also thank Jesse, Daniel, Aubrey, Lucy, who is here today, and Julian for their 
understanding in this process.  This protection of family values is a cause worth pursuing for many children like 
them in this great state of Western Australia. 

Mr Speaker, I now touch on a most pervading and overwhelming difficulty facing the 30 small centres that I 
represent in the electorate of Roe.  How do we maintain services that small communities deserve, that they have 
earned and that they desire while faced with what I call diminishing community economies of scale?  For 
instance, how do we maintain a hospital in Gnowangerup where there is little growth and a decline in the 
younger population as farms amalgamate in a place that is a significant distance from help if a person is critically 
ill?  I am ever conscious of the result of downsizing a hospital in losing a doctor, then losing the pharmacist, and 
then losing the butcher as people go to the next town to see the doctor and to shop.  This will sound the death 
knell of many country towns.  In travelling the area, and being a country boy, it is clear to me that everything 
cannot be justified in dollar and cent terms.  Many people in the Gnowangerups, Lake Graces and Jerramungups 
have, like my dad, done the hard pioneering yards.  One cannot begin to calculate what they have done to add 
value to Western Australia; one cannot begin to calculate what they have attracted to the state’s gross product; 
and, finally, one cannot begin to calculate what they have paid in taxes and charges, especially under 
governments like the government opposite.  If that were not enough, as a rural doctor, I recognise the human cost 
of a poorly serviced health system. 
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However, aside from this, what is the raison d’être, the reason for being, if you like, Mr Speaker, for a state 
government?  I humbly suggest that it is to administer essential services - often, again, this cannot be justified in 
profit and loss terms - to all people in Western Australia, and not just those in Peppermint Grove and in 
Mandurah.  It seems there is plenty of money for underground railway tunnels and revamped East Perth power 
stations to heritage centres, but no money for the ordinary people.  Much of the pain of ordinary people - I refer 
to hardworking, long-suffering, honest people - could be relieved by attention to the basics; for instance, the area 
of power.  Half my electorate this summer has been on fire.  I do not mean turned on or enthusiastic; I mean 
literally burning.  Why is this?  Is it the unenergetic or incompetent power service staff?  No; in fact, they are 
competent and hardworking and have been stretched to the absolute limit.  I suggest that the maintenance 
funding has been scalped with no money available to maintain transmission infrastructure crews and maintain 
infrastructure itself to prevent my electorate burning as a result of pole-top fires and clashing wires with frequent 
power outages with enormous cost and inconvenience, and, even in some cases, the loss of life.   

Much of the pain of ordinary people could be relieved by attention to another basic service - the provision of 
water.  It may surprise members that I have a town in my electorate that ran out of water.  The Water 
Corporation is carting water to Ravensthorpe from centres 200 kilometres away.  Allowing for the dry season, 
which the area is noted for, forward planning is needed to drought proof the region.  It was interesting to note 
that my parliamentary colleague and predecessor mentioned this matter in his maiden speech 16 years ago; not 
much has changed.  What is happening now is a knee-jerk reaction at the end of summer.  A large pipe is being 
laid from a desalination holding tank on a hill south west of the town to a dry town dam.  Honestly, we are not 
asking for much, just the basics - health, power, water, education and a fair go for small business.  I suggest that 
the rest will look after itself.   

Just a small follow-up on that, Mr Speaker, is the topic of encouragement of a small group of dedicated 
farmer/businessmen in Jerramungup centrally placed in my electorate.  They have a well-researched project for a 
value-added industry of stockfeed pellets, which we as parliamentarians need to recognise and support in a town 
faced with all the problems of a small population, and those I have spoken of previously of down spiralling 
facilities and services.  These centres often need a circuit-breaker, and this can be it!   

I put to the members that they have not seen anything yet.  I have just touched on the deficiencies of country core 
services.  If that is not bad enough, now that side of the house wants to take the vote from country people.  They 
call it electoral reform - reform that will see country people, who are ordinary, hardworking, honest people, lose 
five to eight representatives depending on what mix the government comes up with, as we heard earlier today.  If 
one had any doubts from my brief outline of the deficiencies in rural Western Australia about the metrocentricity 
of this government, they are now totally dispelled.  My electorate will not be a five-hour drive from east to west 
but an eight-hour drive.  What sort of representation for the people of Western Australia is that?   

I have outlined how many schools, hospitals and government centres I already have in the electorate.  How many 
more?  The member for Yokine can walk around his electorate before lunch.  It will take me a week of lunches, 
and that will be if I drive.  I suggest that this is a blatant betrayal of my electors and I consider it a privilege to be 
here to fight it.  One can try to justify issues with figures, such as dollars and cents, but that does not make it 
right.  

On a different tack is the subject of my responsibility as drug abuse spokesperson.  In my work over the past 
quarter of a century I have seen the devastation illicit drugs cause to individuals and families.  I have seen the 
tragedy of portraying cannabis as harmless and the futility of harm minimisation programs.  At the Esperance 
District Hospital where I have worked over my time, we gave out 1 000 needles and syringes just last month 
through the Fitpack program.  It is a harm minimisation program that is a disaster, fostering a younger and 
younger clientele into intravenous drug use abuse.  We know that illicit drugs are dangerous.  They are 
dangerous because they create enormous health and social problems and make existing problems worse.  We 
should by every means prevent our children starting on the use of these drugs.  We should be hard on suppliers, 
loving but firm on users, and not send them the wrong messages, as I believe decriminalisation programs do. 

As a member and a Christian, I will support the good work done by Teen Challenge in Esperance in bringing 
people out of the bondage of addiction.  I commend to every member of the house a book by Jade Lewis, nee 
McSherry, “Golden Haze”, as we all know of a young person who has fallen victim. 

In closing, I want to thank my community for having faith in me, and my patients for voting for me.  I give an 
undertaking now to work for them outside my surgery in order to deliver better outcomes in health and other 
services.  I will take my doctor’s skills of thorough history, specialist opinion, objective examination and 
assessment to deliver a diagnosis and treatment for my electorate.   

I thank my committee, particularly David Dwyer and Alan Matthews, Norma Smith my campaign office 
manager, Irene Obales my information technology manager and my understanding surgery staff for delivering a 
Liberal member to the seat of Roe after 22 years since the days of Geoff Grewar.  The 48.5 per cent primary vote 
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with a 27.5 per cent swing to the Liberals was a tribute to their dedication.  As I said in my memorandum to the 
Liberal Party members recently, for my sins and perhaps for theirs I am their whip.  I look forward to the 
functions of this appointment in order to form a keen, hardworking and respected opposition, and thus a deserved 
team to govern come the next election.  Good opposition in the meantime is important in this great Westminster 
system that we have blessedly inherited.  I also look forward with excitement to working with my opposite 
number, the member for Mandurah, and both sides of the house to deliver good and right government to the 
people of Western Australia.  I thank members for their forbearance.   

[Applause.] 

The SPEAKER:  The member for Roe has indicated that he wishes to table a document.  The document will be 
tabled for the balance of today’s sitting. 

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [12.58 pm]:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for the honour you have given me of being 
able to address the Assembly today.  I thank the Premier for honouring me by sitting through my speech.  I know 
that he must have to sit through quite a few.  I would also like to thank and congratulate the member for 
Kingsley for her speech on the Address-in-Reply yesterday.  I will not try to make a habit of correcting members 
when they make a speech, but perhaps I might make a small correction to the speech the member gave yesterday 
when she spoke of coats.  If somebody is given an old coat, apparently it will be tossed away on a scrap heap.  If 
somebody is given a new coat, it will be looked after.  However, I must tell the member that from my experience 
in our area if somebody is given a new coat, it will also be thrown on a scrap heap.  If we want people to respect 
a coat, we must give them a job and let them buy their own coat.  In that case, perhaps the coat will have the 
respect it deserves. 
Although he is not in the chamber, may I also commend the member for Collie, who has done an admirable job 
over the past four years of looking after many of the electors who now form the seat of Capel, because the seat of 
Capel is a new seat.  The respect that electors in my area hold for the member for Collie stands him in good 
stead. 
I was intrigued to hear His Excellency the Governor yesterday speak of the legislative program for the next term 
of Parliament.  I find very interesting the overriding statement from His Excellency that the government is 
committed to the provision of quality and affordable services for all Western Australians.  I think that is very 
admirable.  However, he added the rider “wherever they live”.  I find myself wondering why wherever they live 
would make any difference and why there is a rider on such an overwhelming statement.  Could it be that His 
Excellency the Governor thinks that where people live makes a difference to the quality of services that they 
receive?  If that is the case, perhaps this Parliament should take a lead from the words of the Governor.  Perhaps 
the danger is that the Governor is right and where one lives does make a difference.  The danger of one vote, one 
value legislation, therefore, should be obvious to this house. 
It was a long and difficult campaign in the seat of Capel, particularly because the seat of Capel is a brand-new 
seat.  Although changes were made to various other boundaries across the state, there were very few places in 
which a brand-new seat was created.  It made the job of selling the seat of Capel very difficult.  I want the house 
to be aware that there was great resentment across the south west to the development of the seat of Capel.  Some 
people in the Busselton end of the seat of Capel who went to the polling booths had their name scratched off the 
list and tore up their voting cards rather than be a part of the democratic process because they had always voted 
in the seat of Vasse.  It is intriguing to note that the one vote, one value legislation might give them back their 
wish. 
I find it interesting and difficult to make inroads as the member in the seat of Capel.  I do not much regard that as 
disrespect to me but more disrespect to the seat of Capel.  It is very difficult to be the member of an electorate on 
the edge of a large number of rural areas.  When various members of the Liberal Party came to the seat of Capel 
during the election period, they stopped at the important services in the south west, such as the Bunbury 
Regional Hospital.  The member for Bunbury talked with the Leader of the Liberal Party about the hospital and 
at the end of the talk I said that the Bunbury Regional Hospital was in the seat of Capel, as were Edith Cowan 
University, Bunbury TAFE and many other services throughout the south west.  I have had difficulty in making 
the media and other people aware that the seat of Capel is an important and integral part in the provision of those 
services in the south west.  I seek the support of both sides of the house to increase that awareness as the next 
four years will be extremely difficult, whether or not one vote, one value legislation is introduced.  If it is not 
introduced, future members for Capel will continue to have the same difficulties and it is important for both sides 
of the house and all members of Parliament to recognise this. 
Mr Speaker, let me give you an example of this issue because it is an issue that is very close to my heart.  I was 
the chairman of the South West Health Forum for a great period of time.  During that time the forum presented 
the south west health plan, which was accepted by the then Minister for Health, Mr John Day, who is still a 
member of this house.  It was then supported by the next Minister for Health, Mr Bob Kucera, who is also still a 
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member of this house.  It is the only plan - the Reid report notwithstanding - for any health district that has not 
been virtually thrown on the scrap heap in the past 10 years.  I commend that plan, which expires in 2006, to the 
government and the Minister for Health.  I suggest that it is time for the government to review the delivery of 
health services across the south west and to ensure that the planning process for the delivery of those services 
continues.  Otherwise, and without adequate planning, the mess that mental health service delivery is in and the 
difficulties faced by disabled people in my electorate will spread across the south west.  The time for that 
planning is coming very soon.  I hope the minister will take that issue on board and move as quickly as possible. 

Another area of the south west in which I have had a great deal of experience is agriculture.  I would like to think 
that the opposition will work with the government, as much as against the government, to look after the areas of 
agriculture that are particularly dominant in the seat of Capel.  Although the greatest areas of agriculture and 
agricultural production in the state are wheat and wool, large numbers of other producers exist and, to some 
degree, are the poor country cousins of agriculture in this state.  I hope to bring to the attention of the minister at 
the appropriate time that those areas also deserve support and require as much help as possible. 

I want to thank some people who helped me during my campaign, particularly the campaign team.  I thank 
Lucille Piesse, Mary Silcock, Lou Tuia, Peter Hearman, Penny Hearman, Glennie Caratti, Terri Shine, Don 
Wetherall, Jack Kitchen, Merve Johnston and Keith Rose.  In particular I thank three people who were integral in 
my campaign but who, more importantly, were all candidates for election at some stage.  It has been brought 
home to me in no uncertain terms that many good potential members of Parliament on both sides of the house 
never get here due to politics, factionalism and many other reasons that keep them underfoot.  I therefore 
dedicate my win in the seat of Capel and my being the inaugural member for Capel - and perhaps the ultimate 
member for Capel - to three men: John Silcock, Brian Piesse and Ken Caratti, all of whom stood for election or 
preselection at some stage and who would have made excellent members of Parliament.  It could be said that 
there but for the grace of God go I and many other members who sit in this house.  The three men I spoke of 
would have made excellent members of Parliament and I am saddened that their ambitions were never 
recognised and the contributions they could have made never made. 

Going through an election campaign was a great learning curve.  I learnt many things.  I suggest in my own 
humble way that during my campaign I probably doorknocked as many houses as any other member on either 
side of the house, wearing out a couple of pairs of shoes.  I learnt one particularly important thing; that is, every 
life story is important.  That is something that we can easily forget.  We can forget about the person who is 
unimportant and we can forget about an elector who is just another number, but I discovered that every life story 
is important.  In the temporary and ghostly life of politics that I may be looking at in the next four years, the 
message I would like to deliver and leave is that every life and every piece of work is important.  In the next four 
years I will be a representative of that message and I will look after every person who comes along. 

Mr Speaker, thank you for the opportunity to speak today.  I look forward to at least four years of robust debate 
and I hope that I will live up to the expectations of the people who put me here.   

[Applause.] 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville) [1.07 pm]:  Members, I am back in this place today to make what is supposedly 
a maiden speech.  As many members know, I am no longer a maiden and I guess that what is now called the first 
speech is no longer a first speech either.  However, it is still a great privilege for me to be back in this place 
today to give my opening speech to this house on my re-election to Parliament. 

I will not do what a previous member for Balga was known to have done during his first speech in Parliament, 
which was to provide a long and detailed list of every person in his electorate who had helped him during his 
election campaign.  He produced that list of everyone who assisted him in a report called “The Leader”, which 
was one of the prime publications of the day.  I will not do that, as I am sure that not all the people who helped 
me in my campaign wish to have their names publicly known!  However, I thank many people who helped in my 
electorate, certainly those who chose me at the preselection committee meeting, which in itself was a rather 
interesting event.  I was very pleased to be the winning person at that preselection meeting.  I particularly thank 
the members of my campaign team who worked long and hard and did a great job in making sure that I would be 
elected to the seat of Dawesville.  I also thank the people in the Dawesville branch of the Liberal Party for 
working very hard and supporting me in coming from Perth and establishing myself in Mandurah.  I made the 
point on many occasions to people in the electorate that although I have lived in Perth for most of my life, for 40 
years I have been going to Mandurah almost on a yearly basis, because my grandparents had a house in Avalon, 
so every year I had the opportunity of enjoying the pleasures that Mandurah, and in particular Dawesville, has to 
offer.   

I also thank Arthur Marshall, the former member for Dawesville.  Arthur did a great job in his 12 years as 
member for Murray and then member for Dawesville, and he achieved many things, both in our term of 
government and since, of which he can be immensely proud.  Arthur turned 70 during the last term of 
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government.  Not too many 70-year-olds would do the hard work that Arthur did.  Many members of Parliament 
who are coming to the end of their time in the Parliament tend to ease off and not do the hard yards.  As 
members would know, Arthur was a sportsperson.  Everything that he did revolved around sport.  His analogy 
for the completion of his term was that there was a tape at the end, and he did not want to just jog through that 
tape; he wanted to sprint through.  That is exactly what Arthur did.  Until his last week in the Parliament, Arthur 
was still attending many functions and doing all the hard work that a parliamentarian needs to do.  Arthur will 
not be gone from public life.  I thought that when he bought the caravan and the new Prado he would be off in 
the distance on the obligatory retirement tour, as he had promised Helen he would do.  However, I think Helen 
will find it difficult to get him to go away, and the caravan will remain parked in the yard for some time, because 
Arthur still runs the Peel Thunder 100 Club, which now has well over 200 members, and he is still working very 
hard to improve facilities at the Peel Health Campus.  Every time someone rings the electorate office, I say I am 
now in Arthur’s office and sitting at Arthur’s desk.  I think it will be some time before I will be able to stop 
saying those words.  Arthur was a tremendous local member, and I am very proud of what he achieved.  I also 
thank Helen, who did a great job for the local community in supporting Arthur.   

I also thank my family.  It is not easy when one is elected to represent an area outside the metropolitan area.  I 
am now living in Mandurah.  However, for personal reasons my family will take some short time to join me, so 
initially there will be a degree of separation.  My family have been right behind me in my desire to get back into 
Parliament and re-establish my parliamentary career.  My wife is currently in hospital recovering from major 
reconstruction surgery on her shoulder, and I wish her well.   

I thank the electorate of Dawesville for voting me into Parliament.  Although some concern was expressed about 
the fact that I was from the city, and the local paper showed some pictures of parachutes to indicate the 
suggested mode of entry for me to get into that seat, I received great support from the local community.  I am 
very proud of the Dawesville community for electing me, and I promise to do everything in my power to 
continue with the good job that Arthur did and make sure that I represent the people of Dawesville in the best 
possible way.   

I turn now to some of the local issues in my electorate.  These issues became very important to me during the 
year in which I campaigned, and I place on record my intention to pursue them during the next four years.  The 
first issue is the Peel deviation.  The Peel deviation has been promised by both parties.  However, it has been 
brought forward only through the great efforts of Don Randall, the federal member for Canning, who made sure, 
through Senator Ian Campbell, that a contribution was made at the federal level.  In earlier years the state 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure had to be dragged kicking and screaming into initiating the construction 
of the Peel deviation.  However, after about three changes to the proposed date for the commencement of 
construction, it has finally been pinned down to 2007.  The Peel deviation is essential for not only my electorate 
but also the south west.  Up to 30 000 vehicles a day drive through the heart of my electorate.  It is an absolute 
disgrace that people need to travel through the heart of Mandurah to get to Perth.  I spent the Easter break at my 
father’s farm in Boddington.  I arrived back in Mandurah at about 1.00 pm on Monday, and the traffic through 
the heart of Mandurah was already bumper to bumper.  I estimate that it would have taken people who were 
driving back to Perth after their holiday in the south west at least half an hour to get through Mandurah.  Another 
problem is that trucks are travelling through the centre of Mandurah at all hours of the day and night.  When I 
say that, I should perhaps declare an interest, because my house is very close to Old Coast Road, and at three and 
four o’clock in the morning I can hear the trucks travelling through that area.  I believe that the construction of 
the Peel deviation should be brought forward even further, and I ask the Premier and the Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure to look seriously at ways in which that can be done.  I understand from experts in Main Roads 
that Main Roads plans to call for expressions of interest for the construction of the Peel deviation in the middle 
of this year and intends to award the contract in the middle of next year, with construction to commence at the 
beginning of 2007.  All that needs to be done prior to the calling of expressions of interest from companies is 
some work on soil quality and on property purchases.  I do not see any reason that those two things cannot be 
done in conjunction.  There is no good reason that the government could not seek expressions of interest now 
from companies to do the construction, which will take at least six to eight months, and during that time finalise 
all the work that will need to be done by the various government departments before construction can 
commence, remembering that even once the bids have been put in by the companies there will still be a 
considerable time before construction can commence.  I also call on the Premier and the minister to look 
seriously at the proposed design of the Peel deviation.  The road that will connect the Peel deviation to the heart 
of Mandurah is in neither the minister’s budget nor the planning schedule.  However, it is the only road by which 
the people who will be using the Peel deviation will be able to gain access to Mandurah.  The only other road is 
Gordon Road, which is a back road that was never designed for large volumes of traffic.   

Another area of concern is the poor quality of Old Coast Road.  About 20 000 people live in the electorate of 
Dawesville.  That is not a lot less than in many metropolitan seats.  That road carries up to 30 000 vehicles a day, 
in many cases travelling at a speed of 90 kilometres an hour.  That road is being seriously damaged by those 
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vehicles, and particularly the large number of trucks, but it is being extremely poorly maintained.  I recently took 
someone from Main Roads to inspect that road.  The repairs to that road are very poor.  I am sure the Minister 
for Planning and Infrastructure would not accept a similar situation in her electorate.  She would not accept an 
old sealed road that was poorly maintained, and on which vehicles were travelling at 90 kilometres an hour, in an 
area in which 20 000 people live.  It is unacceptable for the road to be left in that condition; it needs an asphalt 
seal on its surface.  I understand that would cost approximately $2 million.  I am getting further costings on that 
and I will request that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure give serious consideration to that proposal.  If 
the Peel deviation project were to begin in 2007, the road would not be completed until at least 2009 or 2010.  
That would mean that an estimated 30 000 vehicles would travel on that road every day for the next five years, 
and that average estimate is increasing every day.  It is time that problem was addressed. 

The next issue to which I refer is the railway line.  During the election campaign the Labor Party said that if the 
coalition were elected to government, it would not proceed with the planned project.  That is not the case.  I put 
on record that if the opposition were in government, it would have followed that program.  It would have ensured 
that the project was delivered on time and on budget. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  We didn’t promise it on their budget. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  That is true.  We had serious doubts about the Labor Party’s ability to meet its budget and 
the proposed timetable.  The problem the Labor Party will face is the unions, who have so much control within 
the rail construction system.  The unions will cause more and more delays, and the Labor Party will not be able 
to complete the project within its current timetable.  I hope the Labor Party does meet its timetable.  My 
electorate wants the timetable to be met.  All members on this side of the chamber who were elected to represent 
that region hope that the project will meet the timetable.  I warn the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: do 
not be late.  My electorate will not accept the rail system being delayed.  We will watch the minister every step 
of the way. 

I will now talk about the Peel Health Campus.  During the election campaign, the proposed coalition government 
committed $21.6 million to upgrade the Peel Health Campus.  The coalition would have doubled the size of the 
casualty ward, significantly increased the number of beds, built extra theatres and a paediatric unit, and provided 
many other requirements that the hospital desperately needs.  In accepting the Reid report, the Labor Party has 
not committed to any increase the number of beds available at the Peel Health Campus.  Also, during the election 
campaign the member for Mandurah stated that the size of the casualty ward would be doubled.  That ward was 
designed to service 15 000 people per year, but it now services 30 000 people per year.  I will talk to the Minister 
for Health about that matter.  I hope to receive support from the member for Mandurah so that this does not 
become a political issue.  We do not need it to become a political football.  We will provide every support to the 
minister.  We hope to convince him to increase the provision of facilities that are desperately needed at the Peel 
Health Campus. 

I will now talk about an osprey nest.  To some members, that may not seem like an exciting subject for a maiden 
speech in Parliament.  People who drive over the new bridge at Mandurah can see the osprey nest to which I 
refer.  The nest has existed for more than 40 years.  Sadly, during the development of the Mandurah Quay 
Resort, the tree in which the nest resides was placed in the private property of one of the developed blocks.  The 
tree overhangs the neighbouring property, which is soon to be developed by Mirvac Fini.  Both developers 
support the proposal to take away the nest and move it to a pole closer to the estuary.  Film footage shows the 
female ospreys raising three chicks in that nest.  The birds use the whole tree to learn to fly and to feed and it 
creates a great environment for the rearing of the osprey chicks.  I place on record that many local residents and I 
are strongly opposed to the proposal to move the osprey nest.  I hope to gain the support of the government and 
certainly of the local council to oppose that plan.   

The final local issue I will raise concerns Fairbridge bank and an area called Roberts Point.  Roberts Point lies 
just to the south of the opening of the estuary in Mandurah.  About 100 years ago C.Y. O’Connor produced a 
plan to build a barrier into the ocean from Roberts Point.  A significant problem regarding the estuary system is 
the continual reforming of the bank, which does two things: firstly, it prevents the easy movement of vessels 
within the Mandurah estuary system; and, secondly, it blocks the flow of water going out of the estuary system. 

The Dawesville Channel - or the Dawesville Cut, as it is referred to - has resulted in a huge improvement in the 
water quality of the estuary system.  However, significant problems still exist.  I refer in particular to the acid 
soils that lie at some of the verges of the estuary system.  That soil is not being properly flushed through the 
estuary.  I believe an opportunity exists for the government to undertake a project similar to the project being 
undertaken in the ocean marina, just north of the channel.  I would like the local council and the government, 
through its development arm, to work together to conduct a stage 2 ocean marina development to provide a 
significant barrier to the sand flows that currently sweep around Roberts Point.  By helping create the barrier, the 
government and the local council would provide better opportunities for boats - particularly cray vessels - to 
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moor away from the heart of those residential areas.  The proposed development also would enable larger 
visiting vessels to moor in the newly created harbour at the estuary, because of the greater depth of the channel 
the development would create.  That development also would enable ordinary people to fish on the jetty and 
engage in other recreational activities, which also would be greatly improved.   

As the shadow Minister for Health, I will raise some issues regarding the opposition’s view on health matters 
relating to the next four years.  I am concerned that many experts are trying to promote a healthy lifestyle and 
preventive medicine programs as key components of a long-term strategy to reduce the burden on the health 
system.  That may be true in the medium term.  For example, the prevention of osteoporosis, which is seldom a 
life-threatening condition, reduces morbidity, thus reducing the use of the medical system.  However, in the long 
term, this strategy has the opposite effect of that intended.  No matter how healthy a lifestyle people lead, we all 
must die of something.  Sadly, even people who have led unblemished lifestyles, as illustrated by the Premier, 
will seldom succumb to an acute episode such as a cardiovascular event.  They are more likely to succumb to a 
prolonged disease such as cancer.  The length of time it takes for cancer to take its toll on patients places a 
burden on the health system.  Also, the prolongation of life increases the chance of non-life threatening body 
failure conditions affecting the body’s organs.  The significant increase in hospital admissions of people in the 
65 to 85-year-old age group reflects the steadily increasing numbers of hospital admissions for hip replacements, 
cataract surgery and renal conditions, for example.  I am not saying that it is not important to undertake 
preventive medical programs to improve the longevity and quality of people’s lives.  Those programs are vital, 
and it is important to continue them to reduce hospital admissions caused by preventable conditions.  However, 
we must stop suggesting that this will reduce long-term medical costs, because in most cases it will not.  My 
point is that we need to accept that there will be a long-term, sustainable increase in demand for medical 
services.  Preventive medicine is essential to improve the quality of our lives but, in my view, it will not reduce 
the long-term demand on health services.  We need to make sure that we plan properly for that increased 
demand.  We are a wealthy nation.  In particular, we are a wealthy state.  It is time that we made that 
commitment to having the highest level of medical service of any country in the world.  Our state needs to be 
recognised throughout the world as a centre of excellence for medical treatment.  We should have the highest 
level of expenditure of any state in Australia on health, not the lowest, as was stated in the Australian Institute of 
Health statistics for 2003.  It is not good enough that this state government is willing to still accept the long 
waiting lists in our emergency departments and the ramping or bypassing of ambulances.  It should not accept 
the long waiting lists for routine surgery or the long waiting lists to be seen even before a person gets on a 
waiting list for routine surgery.  It should not accept the inadequacy of our rural health services.  It certainly 
should not accept the current state of our mental health services.  That does not mean that I believe we should 
provide or can afford to provide unlimited funds to the health service.  History has shown that whatever funding 
is provided for health needs throughout the world, demand will always find a way to exceed the budget.  
Unlimited funding itself increases inefficiency, mismanagement and overservicing.  The bar has been set at a 
level of service that most Western Australians find unacceptable.  It is time that bar was raised.  Despite the 
famous statement by the Premier to fix the health system, since coming to government in 2001 the Labor Party 
has done little other than commission a report and make announcements about future spending.  It is time to 
ensure that those reforms are fully activated.  I am sure that the Minister for Health has requested a significant 
increase in funds to try to resolve those issues.  This government has money pouring into its coffers from 
increased taxes, increased royalties and increasing goods and services tax revenues.  That increase in funds is 
easily outstripping the growth in health expenditure. 

As the shadow spokesperson on health, members will find that I will not constantly oppose government 
initiatives.  When I see a program that the opposition supports, I will come out and say so.  If I disagree, I will 
also say so.  Hopefully, in most cases, constructive comments will follow.  It is time that this government made a 
serious commitment to increase and improve health funding in this state.  I believe we need to set our standards 
higher and aim for a level of excellence in medical care never before seen in Western Australia.  If the 
government accepts that goal and provides the funding to achieve it, the opposition and I, as the shadow 
minister, will work hard with the government to ensure that we achieve that standard of service for all Western 
Australians.   

[Applause.] 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Stirling) [1.33 pm]:  It is with a sense of excitement, awe and trepidation that I stand here 
today before people whom I have previously seen only on television or read about in newspapers.  Thank you, 
Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.W. Andrews), for giving me the opportunity to address the Legislative Assembly for 
the first time as the elected member for Stirling. 

I especially extend my thanks to the people of Stirling for placing their trust in me by supporting me at the recent 
state election on 26 February.  It is truly a great honour to be elected as a member of Parliament.  I am acutely 
conscious of the responsibility that goes with representing the views of almost 14 500 voters.  I also 
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acknowledge all members of the house for being prepared to stand for their respective electorates and for 
shouldering the electoral responsibility that accompanies representing the views of their constituents.  I feel 
confident that each member is passionate about his or her views and will act in good faith when debating matters 
of concern and interest to constituents.  I look forward to the challenge of vigorously representing the views of 
the Stirling electorate to this most distinguished group. 

Gratitude is due also to my immediate family: my wife, Marie, who is in the gallery today, as well as my son, 
Ben, and daughter, Alysha.  A person simply does not take this path without full family support.  They have been 
unwavering in their support and encouragement throughout my campaign.  Thanks also go to the campaign 
committee; my parents, Don and Margot Redman; friends Jeanette and Phillip Trent, Ross Thornton, Debbie 
Rice, Terry Enright; and, of course, Monty House, the previous high-profile incumbent, for his advice and 
support.  Thanks must also go to all the helpers who, in one way or another, assisted during the campaign and on 
election day.  Particular thanks are due to the Parliamentary National Party and the Nationals Central Campaign 
Committee for their support.  Finally, I would like to extend acknowledgement to the late Neal Heffernan for his 
encouragement prior to my preselection. 

The Stirling electorate is of very special significance to me.  I have strong family links to the area.  My maternal 
grandparents were among some of the first farming settlers in the Cranbrook district in the 1950s.  My 
grandfather, Frank Smith, who was very outspoken about conservation practices in the Stirling Range, passed 
away early last year from a farming accident at 92 years of age.  My great-grandfather on my father’s side settled 
in Denmark in 1909 after contracting miner’s disease in Kalgoorlie.  The rightness of the decision to move was 
made somewhat easier when, on his first night in hospital in Kalgoorlie, blokes on either side of him died of the 
disease!  Interestingly, and of personal significance to me, he was president of the Kalgoorlie Miners’ Union 
and, upon moving to Denmark, stood for state Parliament for the seat of Albany in 1924, thus foreshadowing my 
own political aspirations.  I will read an extract from his address to the people of Albany - 

I come before you tonight as an independent candidate seeking your votes for the Albany seat.  I would 
not have nominated had another farmer been in the field, but holding the view that the prosperity of 
Albany and its hinterland must come through the farming industry, I maintain this district should be 
represented in parliament by a farmer. 

As a former union president he probably did not mind losing to an ALP candidate but he nevertheless followed 
his principles in standing for the seat.  It is interesting to note that of the 57 members in this house today there 
are only two farmers.   

Let me tell the house about the Stirling electorate, which covers five quite diverse local government areas, 
making it probably one of the most interesting and beautiful electorates in the state.  Stirling extends from the 
inland, rich, fertile farming districts of Frankland, Cranbrook and Mt Barker where, along with traditional 
farming pursuits, vineyards, olive groves and plantation timbers now spot the landscape.  Moving back to the 
coastal areas of Denmark, Walpole, Bornholm, Little Grove and Goode Beach, we see large urban centres 
surrounded by more intensive horticulture and aquaculture and other niche and cottage industries.  The natural 
beauty of karri forests, the Stirling and Porongurup Ranges and, of course, the varied coastal landscapes adds to 
the majesty of the region.   

Some of these areas are becoming more and more populated as large numbers of people are moving south 
looking for a change of lifestyle, seeking a cooler climate or simply retiring to the stunning south coast.  There 
are many challenges inherent in such population increases, particularly that of properly catering for the growing 
demands on key public services as well as providing employment opportunities through industry growth and the 
burgeoning tourism industry.  Although the electorate of Stirling has some clear challenges, many of which have 
been pointed out during the election campaign and, in most cases, are consistent with issues throughout regional 
Western Australia, there are also some specific challenges.  Enormous opportunities exist for the development of 
the great southern.  With a quality port facility at Albany and a rich hinterland, the area lends itself to a diversity 
of agricultural opportunities and value-adding industries.  In some cases the opportunities have already been 
grasped by private industry.  However, there are numerous barriers to further development.  I challenge the 
current government to support the upgrade and development of key areas of infrastructure, which are vital to 
regional development in the great southern.  This requires a steady decentralised focus beyond the dominant 
population of Perth and its environs.  The government must recognise that not only will it bring enormous 
assistance to people in the south west but it will also go some way towards relieving the pressure on the 
metropolitan centre as it becomes increasingly attractive for people to head south.  To further emphasise that 
point, at a National Party state conference last year I listened to a speaker make a point about dwindling 
populations in inland rural towns and how it was an issue for local economies in those towns.  The gentleman 
sitting next to me nudged me and said, “Well, young man, you do not have to worry about that because the 
population of the great southern is steadily going up.”  That may be so, but what is less often pointed out is that 
the population of the great southern as a percentage of the rest of the state is on a downward trend, based on 
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2003 statistics.  Unless more recent data shows otherwise, the sea change phenomenon along the south coast is 
not keeping up with the growth rates in the rest of the state.  The make-up of the population has changed 
significantly and further justifies the need to focus attention on industry development to maintain balance in our 
population structure.  The government needs to get dinkum about decentralised policy as a strategy to redress the 
trend, by focusing on regional investment as a catalyst to regional development and growth.   

I will highlight some of the huge assets of the great southern region.  One of my central goals for this term in 
office is to put the region on the map, to showcase its needs and its potential, and to strongly argue for the merits 
of government investment in this area.  In the Frankland subregion, something like $150 million of private funds 
has been invested in vineyards, wineries, olive groves and olive production facilities over the past five years.  
The area is now bursting at the seams, and is in dire need of infrastructure investment.  For example, some of the 
bigger facilities need to use diesel pumps because there is insufficient capacity through Western Power feeder 
lines to use electric pumps.  The local shire is also working hard to open up residential land for development, but 
there are a number of impediments to this at a planning level.  Some of these planning impediments relate to the 
provision of basic infrastructure to provide power and water.  It is certainly clear from the phenomenon of 
Margaret River wineries buying up land in the great southern that the region has great potential.  I urge the 
government to embrace the vision of what is possible in the great southern by finding ways to overcome some of 
the barriers and by taking proactive steps towards putting infrastructure in place as a catalyst to further private 
investment in this region.   

Some smaller communities in the region, such as Wellstead and Manypeaks, have suffered a decline in 
population in recent times, especially due to the impact of the plantation timber industry.  I add as an aside that 
we need to be cautious in making assumptions about the impact of the plantation industry.  I look forward to the 
outcomes of a federally funded socioeconomic study into the timber industry in the great southern, which should 
quantify those impacts.  Some of these communities have recognised opportunities in offering homestead lots 
and releasing land in smaller town sites, where independent investment growth is having a positive impact.  
Unfortunately, however, these communities are coming up against infrastructure barriers at this level of 
government.  Once again we need to be proactive and to plot pathways through these issues, while being careful 
not to put the issues of these small towns into a one-size-fits-all box.  

The Mt Barker schools communities recently engaged in a local area education planning process and came up 
with what they call a one college, one community project, which would amalgamate the primary school and the 
high school into a single college from kindergarten to TAFE.  The project has tremendous educational merits, 
and I commend the government for committing to the project during the election campaign.  The project will 
incorporate community services into the educational precinct and will offer a seamless and flexible progression 
for students in the region.  It will also include a cultural centre, which will focus on the outcomes of consultation 
with and participation by the local Nyoongah community.  Such cultural inclusion is critical to reconciliation in 
these smaller communities.  This project is an excellent model for larger regional centres and is deserving of full 
government support.  I look forward to the opportunity to be part of a briefing with the Minister for Education 
and Training on the planning and execution of this project.   

Regional health care has been exceptional to date.  Nevertheless, the burgeoning and ageing population presents 
some significant problems.  What became clear to me as I was doorknocking during the election campaign was 
the level of service and support provided by our regional health care providers.  What also became clear was the 
need to improve some key pieces of infrastructure.  In particular, a significant upgrade of the Albany Regional 
Hospital and the building of a new multipurpose health facility in Denmark are required.  Regional growth and 
changes in the demographic of these coastal locations have put enormous pressure on such facilities.  However, 
it is also great to see companies such as Amaroo taking steps to cater for our ageing population by building 
independent living units in the region.   

My home town of Denmark deserves a mention in my maiden speech.  It has so many attributes that they are too 
numerous to mention today, but they reflect the unique, beautiful and diverse nature of the town.  These include 
very strong cultural values encompassing the arts, alternative medicine and healing treatments.  It is interesting 
to note that Denmark as a community is keen to develop a focus on education as an industry, and to showcase 
best practice in natural resource management and sustainable development.  Denmark will host the annual 
natural resource management conference later this year.   

Although the townsite of Walpole might seem like a forgotten paradise with a population of around 400, it has a 
summer influx of more than 230 000 visitors.  The seasonality of the town, as with many other areas of the south 
west, creates its own pressures in terms of local employment and the opportunity for industry development.  The 
local community is keen to develop a town entrance statement to reflect the natural value of the town and to 
promote to the visiting community the opportunities that the town has to offer.   
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To summarise the central point I have made so far, there is considerable interest in and potential for industry 
development in the great southern region.  The region boasts a woodchip mill, with another possibly on the way.  
There are also plans on the drawing board for a strand lumber production facility, which would utilise German 
technology in the production of timber products from woodchips.  There are also plans for a biomass energy 
plant, which would utilise the waste from the plantation industry to produce energy.  In addition there is the 
Grange Resources magnetite project at Wellstead which, with the recent increase in iron ore prices, will almost 
certainly be a viable project.   

Agriculture is and will remain for some time the most prominent industry sector in the region.  However, 
diversification trends are seeing less traditional agricultural industries such as aquaculture and organic 
horticulture entering the marketplace, as well as value-adding industries such as cheese making, with the 
production of milk products playing a greater role in agricultural activities.  Clearly, it is all happening in the 
great southern!  These projects will bring other investment with them, as well as considerable employment and 
wealth to the local communities.   

If we are to encourage more business investment in the region, we need to ensure that access to the Albany port 
facility is secure and viable.  This means that the Albany port facility needs to be developed and upgraded and 
for ring road access to be provided to enable haulage traffic to bypass the town.  I know that the member for 
Albany is supportive of the Albany foreshore development proposal.  However, I encourage that through this 
process we do not compromise access to what is a fundamental resource for the region; that is, the port facility 
itself.   
My address so far has aimed to raise the profile of the great southern region and to highlight my desire and 
commitment to vigorously champion its needs and the concerns and interests of my constituents that have been 
raised with me in recent months.  I am also acutely aware that, in a sense, I am representing the desires and needs 
of all of regional WA, because many of the issues that I have raised so far today have a common thread; that is, 
these issues are faced by people who live in regional WA.  Western Australia, more than many other states, has 
intense concentration of its population in a few cities, so there is an enormous imbalance in the kinds of 
government assistance and facilities that are provided, which city people take for granted.   
Some strong principles need to be recognised.  These are common principles that have been articulated through 
most of the addresses that have been made by regional politicians over the past 20 years.  They are not new.  
What are these principles?  Firstly, to promote a commitment to decentralised policy, giving regional 
communities the opportunity to capitalise on government investment.  Secondly, to promote a commitment to 
provide basic services to all members of our community.  We have a service obligation to all community 
members and we need to deliver on that obligation.  When the power went out in Perth last year, people got the 
sack.  When it went out in regional WA, no-one seemed to take a great deal of notice.  The third principle is to 
promote a commitment to invest in regional infrastructure as the catalyst to encourage regional investment and 
development.  I find it very interesting and frustrating that these principles have been articulated for many years 
and yet remain major issues affecting the viability of regional WA, despite regional WA being a major 
contributor to the wealth of our state.  On most socioeconomic indicators, regional WA lags well behind the city 
and will continue to do so unless we target long-term, sustainable strategies to bring about much-needed change.  
I will comment on a few of the more universal issues.   

Health:  Health care and, in particular, aged care are key issues in regional Western Australia.  They are 
especially issues in inland areas that are experiencing population decline as well as in coastal locations that are 
under increasing population pressure.  The general ageing of the population is placing increasing pressure on 
federal and state governments to plan effectively for the delivery of services and the maintenance of satisfactory 
welfare support for the needy.  An accentuated version of this ageing demographic is being experienced on the 
coast.  As I mentioned earlier, retirees are moving to the coast.  Allowing for this additional demographic - that 
is, that more and more people are moving to the coast to make a lifestyle change - there will be a significant 
pressure point in our community.  As a result, we need the government to make good decisions that provide 
adequate and planned support for those in need.  One of the key issues in being effective as a government is to 
ensure that these decisions are made in the context of long-term planning and solid research.  Both sides of 
government, in my opinion, have often been more focused on buying the short-term vote rather than adequately 
dealing with quality, long-term planning. 

Education:  As an ex-teacher and school principal in WA’s education system for 18 years, I feel very positive 
about our system and the quality of educational outcomes achieved across the state.  This was no more evident 
than only last week when I had the good fortune to be a judge in a schoolyard blitz competition.  Schools in the 
Albany district were given $5 000 to do a makeover of their school entrance statements, and there was a prize for 
the district winner.  Although we have been to only 10 schools so far, the level of engagement of the schools we 
visited and the communities they service was tremendous, and acted only to reinforce the very inventive ways in 
which schools engage students and the community to achieve desired outcomes. 
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Our education system does, however, have some pressure points, especially in the area of curriculum 
improvement and risk management.  In the process of implementing and managing these mandatory programs, it 
is critical to remain pragmatic at the school and classroom levels.  This means keeping the focus on our core 
business and not getting bogged down in an overburden of unnecessary paperwork and compliance.  In saying 
this, I do not sell short the responsibility that rests with teachers and schools in respect of duty of care and the 
responsibilities attached to educating students. 

Succession planning is clearly another issue within education and remains a challenge for government.  Bringing 
greater numbers of younger graduates to the vocation, promoting country service incentives, encouraging males 
into primary schools and assisting those who want to make a vocational change are but a few of the challenges.  
Promoting flexible options at the end of a teacher’s career is one option that I particularly feel should be 
investigated. 

Funding arrangements are another area in which flexibility could be increased.  Often when funds are delivered, 
they are ear-tagged to areas of approved expenditure or for specific projects, thereby limiting the kinds of 
choices that can be made.  I am an advocate of moving further towards a single-line budget whereby school 
communities can make more of the decisions about where these funds can be spent.  I also take issue with school 
principals being given the authority to manage the expenditure of many hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
taxpayers’ funds but lacking the authority to buy even a bunch of flowers for a staff member who has lost a 
loved one.  Good leaders have a strong focus on the people in their organisations and should be supported by 
government policy. 

Vocational education and training has been vigorously promoted over the past few years, and in my opinion has 
been one of the more successful programs to come out of our system.  Bridging the school-to-work gap has been 
a challenge and will remain a challenge for schools and colleges.  I believe that additional support needs to be 
given to country students who, for reasons of increased opportunity, need to attend colleges in the city and, 
additional to their course costs, must cover the added burden of accommodation and living costs away from a 
family home.  Rural youth need much more in the way of additional government support since they are in many 
ways disadvantaged in relation to their urban counterparts. 

Regional Infrastructure:  Much of our regional infrastructure is in need of a funding injection.  It is probably fair 
to say that both sides of politics have contributed to the problem.  Of particular concern is our south west 
interconnected system of power delivery and our internal road systems.  While water networks appear to not be a 
clear issue, inadequate levels of water storage are often a limiting factor in smaller regional locations and can be 
counterproductive to growth.  Whoever is to blame for contributing to this issue is probably somewhat academic 
at this point, but what is clear now is that government must make some clear decisions about planning for the 
upgrade of regional infrastructure to bring standards up to an acceptable level. 

I believe it is also important to take a very strategic approach to planning for upgrades and maintenance of our 
core infrastructure.  When planning for the future we need to carefully prioritise our objectives in accordance 
with sound principles.  These principles need, firstly, to reflect a reactive response to basic service obligation 
and, secondly, to reflect a proactive response to regional growth potential.  By maintaining a proportion of funds 
directed to areas of regional growth, we are not putting a handbrake on growth, and therefore government can 
effectively promote opportunities for smaller regional communities that would otherwise be held back by the 
limitations of key service provision. 

Law and Order:  I am in the atypical position of finding it a little hard to comment on law and order as I live in 
an area of the state that is relatively free of crime.  On the other hand, issues like party violence, car stealing, 
house theft and general unsavoury behaviour in the wider community seem to be on the increase and are 
obviously difficult to control. 

I would like to comment on some principles I hold in regard to community policing, and would like to draw a 
parallel with my own experience in managing students in a rural residential college.  On the surface it looks like 
I am drawing a long bow, but I want members to consider the parallel.  When managing students in a school 
environment it is critical to keep the battle front on the relatively minor issues by maintaining a level of vigilance 
and support to achieve positive outcomes on the smaller issues, such as tucking in shirts, using appropriate 
language and demonstrating respect for peers.  When I use the words “battle front”, I do not want members to 
have the impression that I am talking about a battlefield, where confrontation is the name of the game.  I am 
talking about early intervention with students on what many would say are trivial issues.  However, by taking 
this stance, we did not then have the prevalence of the more serious issues of bullying, drugs and alcohol abuse.  
Although these issues emerged from time to time, students had the very clear impression that they would be dealt 
with expediently and appropriately while recognising that they were also, in fact, on the serious end of the scale.  
The minute we got lax on the front line, the standards dropped.   
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I believe it is valid to apply the same principle to our community, and, in doing so, I feel it is also important to 
keep the battle front on the more trivial issues.  This means responding to all issues expediently and 
appropriately by having police on the ground, mobile and responsive.  If we make the effort to intervene at this 
level, we have a greater chance of turning around first-time offenders and giving the clear impression that, as a 
community, we set standards of behaviour that will be maintained by all.  I know that in a perfect world we 
would have plenty of funds to achieve these things; and clearly this is not a perfect world.  The principle still 
stands, however, and I commend the current government for initiatives to get more police into and engaged with 
the community. 

On a more personal note, as mentioned earlier in my address, my grandfather died early last year as a result of a 
farm accident.  The whole unfortunate incident was managed by the local policeman, who met with grieving 
family members, managed investigations, including a WorkSafe investigation, and worked the family through all 
the necessary but traumatic processes that needed to follow.  One of my greatest regrets is that I did not take the 
time to write a letter of commendation to the officer’s superiors, commending him for the manner in which and 
the professionalism with which he carried out his duties.  I was very pleased to see that, despite my inaction, he 
went on to become Western Australia’s Policeman of the Year.  Derek Grimes was a worthy candidate and is 
truly a credit to the Police Service. 

The Environment:  No government can afford to ignore the implementation of sound policy in managing our 
environment in a sustainable manner.  It is never as simple as we think, however, when it comes to implementing 
such policy, as there are often sensitive issues that need to be managed and conflicting demands on the 
environment.  I do believe, once again, that some principles need to be considered when putting any policy in 
place for the environment.  Firstly, it is paramount that we manage the process of compensation when 
landholders, through no fault of their own, are forced to give up land-use rights for the benefit of the whole 
community.  If we truly appreciate the environmental value of such landholdings, it is incumbent on the whole 
community to appropriately compensate landholders for such changes.  Secondly, simply gazetting a piece of 
land as national park or reserve does not necessarily mean that it has any increased level of protection with 
regard to the environmental values it holds.  Such classifications need to be accompanied by the necessary 
resources to ensure real values, and not simply the classification, are protected.  Additionally, we need to foster 
any desire by local communities to play a role in management decision-making processes.  This encourages 
ownership and has the potential to reinforce the desired outcomes while maintaining a level of local vigilance in 
the protection of environmental values.  Thirdly, the level of fuel reduction burning in our national parks, 
reserves and wilderness areas is a great cause for concern.  There is no dispute over the need to continue in-depth 
research into the impact of applying fire to our forests.  There is also no dispute over the fact that high levels of 
fuel lead to greater risks of bushfires burning out of control and putting our community at risk.  I would argue 
that the conservative position is to reduce fuel levels through reduction burning programs.  It does, however, 
concern me that over recent years the level of fuel reduction burning has decreased.  If this pattern is continued, 
we do face an increasing risk of a severe bushfire.  I understand that this is a controversial issue, and I believe 
that there is also a need to educate the public on the procedures that the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management employs to monitor and maintain high-value flora and fauna species in at-risk areas.   

I commend the federal and state governments for taking a more strategic approach to natural resource 
management by consolidating funding portals through the six Natural Heritage Trust regions.  My only fear is 
that this approach has taken something away from the smaller land conservation district committees, and hence 
may be a disincentive to much of the voluntary and in-kind work traditionally done by farming communities. 
My address has a strong focus on showcasing the great southern.  Like many of the people in the region, I 
believe the great southern has a great deal to offer the state of Western Australia.  In pursuing a vision for this 
part of the state, the people of Stirling have asked me to do three things.  First, they have asked me to keep a 
strong environmental focus while being pragmatic about the development of environmental policy legislation.  
Second, they wish me to pursue and support opportunities for value adding and sustainable industry development 
in the region.  Third, they want a greater focus on regional infrastructure, and support for key public services and 
industry development opportunities. 

I have aspirations to be a government minister one day, but at the moment I am honoured to be the National 
Party spokesperson for the agriculture portfolio, a role I will carry out with integrity, energy and dedication.  I 
have always been proactive in leadership, and I intend to keep the same philosophy as a member of Parliament.  
Thank you, Mr Speaker, for this opportunity to address the house today.  I look forward to playing my part in the 
many and varied deliberations of this Parliament, and to being directly involved in the evolving future of this 
great state of Western Australia.  

[Applause.] 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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